STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG PROGRAMS
1700 K STREET

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-4037

TDD (916) 445-1942

(916) 445-7456

DATE: August 14, 2006 ACLA Letter No. 06-07
TO: All County Lead Agencies
SUBJECT: LETTER OF INTENT FOR THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE OFFENDER

TREATMENT PROGRAM

REFERENCE: Chapter 75, 2006 Statutes (Assembly Bill 1808, Committee on Budget)

This letter is to determine the level of interest and ability of counties to apply for funds
under the Substance Abuse Offender Treatment Program (OTP) established in Fiscal Year
(FY) 2006-07 per Health and Safety Code Division 10.10, Chapter 75, Statutes of 2006
(Assembly Bill 1808). In addition, the FY 2006-07 Budget Act appropriated $25 million for
OTP. These funds will be used to serve offenders who qualify for services under the
Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act of 2000 (SACPA). The goal of OTP is to
improve SACPA program outcomes and offender accountability, including increased show
rates and retention and completion outcomes. OTP is currently authorized as a two-year
program and will be repealed on July 1, 2009.

The OTP Statute authorizes the Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs (ADP) to
distribute funds to counties that demonstrate a commitment of ten percent county match.
Counties will be required to use county general fund or funds from a source other than
state funds. Counties may not use any funds distributed to the counties by ADP, including
funds from the Substance Abuse Treatment Trust Fund, Substance Abuse Treatment and
Testing Accountability, and the federal Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block
Grant. Counties are also restricted from using any other funds received from the State as
part of the county match.

In order to enhance SACPA program outcomes, OTP funds will be used for the following
purposes:

e Enhancing treatment services for offenders assessed to need them, including
residential treatment and narcotic replacement therapy

e Increasing the proportion of sentenced offenders who enter, remain in, and
complete treatment, through activities and approaches such as co-location of
services, enhanced supervision of offenders, and enhanced services determined
necessary through the use of existing drug test results

e Reducing delays in the availability of appropriate treatment services
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e Use of a drug court model, including dedicated court calendars with regularly
scheduled reviews of treatment progress, and strong collaboration by the courts,
probation, and treatment

e Developing treatment services that are needed but not available

e Other activities, approaches, and services approved by ADP, after consultation with
stakeholders

OTP funds will be distributed to eligible counties that demonstrate a commitment of county
matching funds, at a ratio of $9 for every $1 of county matching funds. The maximum
amount an eligible county may receive for FY 2006-07 shall not exceed 30 percent of the
county’s allocation (Attachment A, Column 3). Eligible counties must indicate the amount
of funds to be requested and the required ten percent county match on the Letter of Intent
(Attachment B).

ADP may restrict or prohibit the expenditure of funds for administrative costs in
determining the amount of eligible county match. ADP may also limit the expenditure of
funds for services other than direct treatment costs.

County eligibility for receipt of OTP funds will be determined by ADP according to specific
criteria that include:

e The establishment and maintenance of dedicated court calendars with regularly
scheduled reviews of treatment progress for persons ordered to drug treatment

e The existence or establishment of a drug court, and willingness to accept
defendants who are likely to be committed to a state prison

e Establishment and maintenance of protocols for the use of drug testing to monitor
offenders’ progress in treatment

e The establishment and maintenance of protocols for assessing offenders’ treatment
needs and the placement of offenders at the appropriate level of treatment

Counties with projected unencumbered SACPA funds at the end of FY 2006-07 of more
than twenty percent of their allocation will be ineligible to apply for OTP funds
(Attachment A, Column 2).

Allocation of OTP funds will be based on criteria including:

e The percentage of offenders ordered to drug treatment that actually begin treatment

e The percentage of offenders ordered to treatment that completed the prescribed
course of treatment

e Any other factor determined by ADP

If the total amount of OTP funds requested by all counties exceeds the amount available,
ADP anticipates awarding the available funds based on county’s ability to best meet the
criteria established in AB 1808. If funds are available after the initial awards are made, the
remainder of the funds will be distributed to counties with the potential to improve



All County Lead Agencies
August 14, 2006
Page 3

treatment outcomes by incorporating county eligibility requirements they currently do not
have in place.

Letter of Intent

To apply to receive funds for FY 2006-07, counties must initially submit the Letter of Intent
to apply for OTP funds. Attachment B provides the Letter of Intent form. Counties that fail
to submit a Letter of Intent may not be considered for OTP funding. Counties that intend
to apply must complete and return the form by 5:00 p.m., August 25, 2006, to the
following:

California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs
Office of Criminal Justice Collaboration
1700 K Street, 5™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 327-7308

Attachment A shows the percentage of remaining carryover to the FY 2005-06 allocation,
the maximum amount of OTP funds counties may be eligible to receive, and the county
match requirement. Although Attachment A indicates the total funds counties may be
eligible for is $34 million, only $25 million is available to be allocated to eligible counties.

Application Process

An application form will be released when the Letter of Intent information has been
analyzed. The application must document a county’s matching funds, eligibility, and OTP
plan.

If you have questions, contact your SACPA county liaison or the Office of Criminal Justice
Collaboration at (916) 445-7456 or SACPA@adp.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed By]
MILLICENT GOMES

Deputy Director
Office of Criminal Justice Collaboration

Attachment A: FY 2006-07 Data Factors
Attachment B: FY 2006-07 Letter of Intent
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