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DATE: December 21, 2001 ACLA Letter No. 01-23 
 
 
TO:  All County Lead Agencies (ACLA) 
 
 
SUBJECT: SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND CRIME PREVENTION ACT OF 2000 

(SACPA) - REFERRALS TO PROGRAMS LOCATED OUTSIDE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 
The purpose of this letter is to authorize counties to contract with programs in adjacent 
states to provide substance abuse treatment services under the Substance Abuse and 
Crime Prevention Act of 2000 (SACPA). 
 
Several counties located along the California border have identified the potential need to 
refer SACPA clients to substance abuse treatment programs across state lines. 
This occurs when the closest appropriate treatment service is located across the state 
border. 
 
Counties may refer SACPA clients who reside in the county to out-of-state programs, 
which are certified by the Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs (ADP), and may 
use SACPA funds for these services when: 
 

1) the county has insufficient treatment resources, and 
2) traveling to appropriate treatment services within California would present a 

hardship to SACPA clients. 
 
ADP will utilize the same procedures for certifying programs outside of California as it 
uses for programs located within the State.  Programs will need to submit an application 
to ADP.  ADP will conduct an on-site review of the out-of-state program to determine 
that the program is safe, healthy, and in compliance with California’s Alcohol and/or 
Other Drug Program Certification Standards.  Any complaints against the program will 
be investigated by the appropriate licensing authority of the state in which the program 
is located. 
 
Counties that use out-of-state providers are reminded to ensure that the provider 
collects and reports the required client data. 
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Should you have any questions regarding this process, please contact David Feinberg, 
Manager, Residential and Outpatient Programs Compliance Branch at (916) 322-2911. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Original Signed By] 
 
REBECCA LIRA 
Deputy Director 
Licensing and Certification Division 

  
 


