COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

ALCOHOL AND DRUG PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

PAROLEE SERVICES NETWORK
DISCUSSION NOTES

December 10, 2008
AGENCIES in ATTENDANCE

  


                    AGENCY STAFF 

                     ADPA STAFF 
	Behavioral Health Services
Phoenix House, Inc.

Southern California Alcohol and Drug Program
Tarzana Treatment Center/Van Nuys
Salvation Army/Harbor Light Center

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation/Parole
California Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections/DARS 
California State Department of Alcohol and Drugs Program


	Tommy Wyatt & Robert Larabee
Bruce Tobman & John Gutierrez

Marcelo Tejada & Marion Stewart

Susan Migdalski 

David Zubiate

Cheryl Barnette-Powell
Karl McCune

Terrance Jackson
	Valerie Sifuentes 

Yanira Lima

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION / RECOMMENDATIONS

	I.
Welcome and 


Introductions
	The meeting was called to order by Valerie Sifuentes. Self-introductions were made.  
Handouts:

1) Agenda
2) Discussion notes from September 10, 2008 meeting
3) 2009 Meeting Calendar
	

	II. Announcements

II. Announcements
                       (Cont’d)

II. Announcements

                     (Cont’d)

	California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation/DARS  

· Karl McCune stated that  DARS is currently focusing on their contracts that will expire    

          on June 30, 2009.  Because of this,  DARS Program Manager travel for site visits have    

          been curtailed for the month of December.

· Mr. McCune stated that all site visits conducted by DARS will now be unannounced.    

          The format for site visit reports provided to the SASCA will be different and will include   

          items not previously included.   

· Ms. Lima inquired if any unannounced State visits have occurred in Los Angeles County. 

· DARS has revised the site visit monitoring tool and will be incorporating this into  

          current site visits. Files will be reviewed more thoroughly to ensure that  ADP 
          requirements are being met.  Specifically, documentation of case notes are to be 

          completed by primary counselors and shall include all details of the treatment session. 
·   All licensed or non-certified individuals providing counseling services in an AOD program shall be registered to obtain certification as an AOD counselor by one of the certifying organizations.  Non-compliance deficiencies found during site visits will be forwarded to DADP.  DARS will instruct that counselors must register within 30 days of the finding.  If the counselor certification has expired, the counselor must renew or 

         re-register within 30 days. 
· Ms. Lima stated that these requirements that DARS will be reviewing during their site visits are also requirements of the contractual agreement between Los Angeles County and the providers and are reviewed during the annual contract audits. Ms. Lima inquired if there were any specific deficiencies noted for Los Angeles County during the last unannounced visits.  

· DARS Chief Rebecca Lira is planning to coordinate a statewide Code of Ethics  

          training for all Community Based Providers (CBPs), in the near future, free of charge.  
         The planning for this training is in the preliminary stages and more information will be 
          shared as the plans are finalized.

· Work Force Development training is available free of charge for counselors affiliated with DARS who are seeking FACT certification. Training classes are coordinated through the University of California San Diego (UCSD) Center for Criminality & Addiction Research, Training & Application (CCARTA).  

State Department  of Alcohol and Drug Program  

·   Terrence Jackson stated that ADP has been working on the inter-agency agreement between ADP and CDCR to continue joint efforts pertaining to the PSN program.
· ADP is also in the process of updating their database systems which feeds information into CalOMS.   
· Mr. Jackson stated that letters have been sent out to all the counties stating that the fiscal year 08-09 work plans have been approved. 

· Mr. Jackson stated that ADP site visits for the PSN programs will be announced visits. 

· Bruce Tobman from Phoenix House inquired if these announced visits differ from the State Licensing and Certification site visits which tend to be unannounced.   
· Mr. Jackson stated that although the State budget issues are still pending, PSN has not been cut so far. The PSN program has had the same funding since 1990, so funding costs should still remain the same.   
Parole
·  Cheryl Barnette-Powell stated parole’s two restitution programs have been shut down. The program allowed parolees to gain employment to pay dues to victims of their crimes in lieu of incarceration. Due to the program being shut down, these parolees were sent back to prison.  All support staff that worked with the program now have to be re-assigned. 
· Ms. Lima discussed the issue of newly released parolees that are unable to obtain employment. This is an ongoing barrier for clients to reintegrate into society. 
· Ms. Barnette-Powell stated that lay-offs are possible for parole agents that have less than two years of service. New agent orientations have been suspended at this time. 
ADPA
· Mr. Tobman inquired with ADPA if the new Request for Proposals have been approved. He is concerned that they will continue services and then be told that their contract is not renewed. 
Central Intake and Coordination Services       
·   Susan Migdalski informed the group that if there are any changes to provider’s contact  information to please provide those updates to Ms. Sifuentes. 
·  Ms. Migdalski stated that all fields on the intake and discharge forms must be completed. Providers are to ensure all data is correct and all forms are submitted in a 

          timely manner.

·  Ms. Sifuentes reminded providers to ensure that all data inputted into CalOMS is correct. In preparing the monthly activity reports for the State, ADPA runs across several incidences where the data does not match with central intake. Specifically, when clients transition from residential to outpatient, they are not being properly discharged and re-admitted.

· Ms. Sifuentes requested that any requests made to the providers regarding data corrections be addressed in a timely manner due to the monthly deadline for these reports. 


	-Mr. McCune stated yes unannounced State visits have occurred in Los Angeles County. 

-Mr. McCune stated that were no specific deficiencies noted for Los Angeles County.  
-A list of training dates and locations was distributed at the meeting.  For additional details and registration

information you may directly contact Bo Yang,  UCSD Program Coordinator,

by email at b1yang@ucsd.edu <mailto:b1yang@ucsd.edu>  or by phone at

(858) 551-6675.
-Mr. Jackson stated that these site visits are different. The purpose of the visits being announced is to ensure that staff are present to assist with the visit. 
-Ms. Lima stated that the Request for Proposals are still being reviewed. However, the existing contract allows funding until the end of FY 08-09 and any changes or terminations to contracts require a thirty day notice. 

	III. Discussions

	Open Discussion    
· Ms. Sifuentes thanked Richard Block from Cri-help, Inc. who submitted the first PSN success story that was published on the State ADP website. Mr. Block’s submission made Los Angeles County the first posting on the website. 

· Ms. Sifuentes encouraged the other providers to share stories that reflect the success of the PSN program in Los Angeles County. If providers require assistance in writing their story, please contact Ms. Sifuentes. All submissions for publication are to be sent to ADPA for review and submission to ADP. 
· Mr. Jackson stated that there is no specific format or length for the stories. He encouraged submissions that have photographs as well. Ms. Sifuentes stated that stories can be about a client or a specific treatment method that was successful. 

· Ms. Migdalski stated Tarzana Treatment Center is gathering information to submit a PSN success story for publication on the ADP website. 
· Ms. Sifuentes discussed the 2009 calendar for the PSN calendar.  The meeting dates are: March 11, 2009, June 10, 2009, September 9, 2009 and December 9, 2009. 
· Ms. Sifuentes inquired with the group if they would like to alternate meeting locations to visit the different PSN sites. Southern California Alcohol and Drug Programs, Phoenix House, Behavioral Health Services and Salvation Army volunteered to host the 2009 meetings. 
· Mr. Jackson discussed the State site visits that will be conducted in the near future. The State may request the County to accompany them during the site visits. 
· David Zubiate announced that Salvation Army is closing their female facility due to building damage. Salvation Army will integrate males and females into one building.  This is also to cut costs of overhead due to the agency’s budget concerns. 

	-The group agreed to alternate meeting locations. The assigned meeting locations are yet to be determined. 

	IV. Other Matters


	Next Meeting:    Wednesday, March 11, 2009 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
                           Location to be determined
	Meeting Notice will be e-mailed prior to the meeting.
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