Solano County BASN/Parolee Services Network
Monthly Team Meeting Minutes

October 2, 2007

1. Welcome and introductions were made by Raquel Rodriguez, Solano County BASN Program/Contract Manager.  The following were in attendance at this meeting:

Maria Morgan, Healthy Partnerships
John Allen, Fighting Back Partnership

Lloyd Gieg, Genesis House

Angelika Shanley, Recovery Connection

Wanda Mathews, Shamia Women’s
Anne Thurston, FF Parole POC

Stan Hicks, Parole Administrator

Shawn Bartlett, Pharmatox

Carol Roberts, SSAC Detox/SLE

Sherene Baptiste, House of Acts

Louis Wright, Katargeo


2. Minutes were distributed and read.  No corrections made.

3. Guest Presentation – John Allen – Fighting Back Partnership-PREP, Parolee Re-Entry Program (Solano County).  John Allen was invited to the BASN (Bay Area Services Network-PSN (Parolee Services Network) Monthly Team Meeting to share the grant awarded to Fighting Back Partnership for a Parolee Reentry Program.  The grant was executed in June 2007. The amount of the grant is for $1.2 million dollars for 30 months (21/2 yrs.) from the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR).  The program is a joint community endeavor with the Vallejo Police Department, Fighting Back Partnership and Youth and Family Services, for the purpose addressing parolee reentry and community safety in Solano County.  There are three stages of the program as follows: Prerelease, Post Release & Reception, and Case Management & Support Services.  The grant basically funds a director and three case managers.  There is no funding for direct or ancillary services.  The PREP staff searches out resources and referrals from the existing providers in Solano County.  John Allen is the director of the PREP Program, Mary Borchers covers Vallejo/Benicia, Don Thompson covers Fairfield/Suisun, and Gene Ahu covers Dixon/Vacaville case management and Jean Stacy Buffin, Information and Referral Specialist.  There is no funding made available for transportation, housing (SLE), training, etc.  Instead, the case managers come right back to tap into our already over-utilized, under-funded (busting-at-the-seams) local providers.  For further information on PREP please see brochure and other attachments.  For further information, please contact John Allen at (707)651-7180.  There was no collaboration with the existing BASN/PSN program.  This is unfortunate because Solano County BASN/PSN has not received an increase in funding since it’s inception in 1996.  However, the BASN treatment providers have done an outstanding job at servicing the parolee population in Solano County with very limited funding for the past 11 years.  In essence, they are brokering services and not providing direct services. The Solano County BASN/PSN Program has been directly responsible for the reduction in recidivism rates in the County of Solano.  John also reported that Al Fleming, Executive Director of Fighting Back Partnership has efforts underway to lobby for more funding for treatment, housing and employment.  They have an upcoming meeting with State Senator Mike Machado.  
4. a. Provider Reports: 
Pharmatox: 2 in. Have not been receiving referrals.  Can take four right away

Recovery Connection: 2 in. 2 in ABC.  Referrals are really down.

Genesis: 2 beds full, one prospective.  Can take one more.

Katargeo: 13 slots full. 1 admit, 1 discharge.

Shamia: 1 bed full. No beds available now.
Healthy Partnerships: 15 in program, 2 admits, 6 discharges.

SSAC Detox – 9 admits, 10 discharges, 55 bed days.  Lowest #’s in years.

John’s Place/SLE: 2 in. 2 discharged, 0 admits. 2 beds available. 37 bed days.

House of Acts Men’s Residential: 11 beds full. 

Overall, the providers report that the referrals from Center Point have significantly dropped.  Al is gone and Linda Simmons has returned as of yesterday (October 1st).  She has already visited some of the providers.  

b. Case Management-Linda Simmons, CSC – Linda was just hired and assigned to Solano County to conduct the BASN/Parolee screenings and referrals yesterday, Monday, October 1, 2007.  The team is pleased and has welcomed Linda back to Solano.  They look forward to working with Linda, as she was always very attentive concerning referrals and placements.  Linda reports that she had already visited a couple of the providers on Monday.  Linda will be in the Vallejo Parole Unit on Tuesday’s and Friday’s.  Monday’s and Wednesday’s she will be in the field visiting providers.  Thursday’s she is in San Rafael at the Center Point office for meetings.  Her cell phone number is (707)398-1424.
c. Parole – Stan Hicks provided updates on the Fairfield and Vallejo Parole Units. Stan informed the group that Geraldine Thompson was promoted and now working in the Oakland/Alameda area...  Stan is currently the supervisor and administrator for eight units in the North Bay region.  The Parole POC, Anne Thurston initiated a discussion about the 290’s (sex offenders) and Stan provided the group with tremendous insight about the problems that parole is faced with concerning this population.  It was a very informative discussion.  
d. ADP – Cindy Smith provided some updates concerning ADP.  She and Kurt Klemencic attended the 2007 Solano Recovery Rally in Vallejo on September 15th sponsored by Solano Prevention and Recovery Alliance.  SPRC received a Proclamation by the Solano County Board of Supervisors recognizing the month of September 2007 as National Drug and Alcohol Recovery Month in Solano County.  
e. Solano County – Raquel Rodriguez – Raquel asked the group if they thought it was a good idea to add John Allen – Director of the PREP (Parolee Reentry Program) to the BASN team.  A couple of providers thought that to be a good idea.  A few providers were absent, so Raquel will poll them and get back to the group.  

Raquel distributed the section of her spreadsheet to each provider which reflects the expenditures/utilization, so as to keep them on top of their allocation status.  Thus far, all providers are on track for maintaining and are gauging their funds to carry them through June 30, 2008.  This is the end of the second BASN fiscal year.  Rockie reminded providers that the September 2007 reports are due to her by October 3rd, 2007, 5 pm.  
5. Discussion/Announcements: Vernon Cummings has been selected as the new director for Recovery Connection.  He will begin attending the monthly team meetings in November.  Welcome aboard Vernon. 

6. Meeting adjourned at 12 noon.  Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 6, 2007 at the Fairfield Parole Unit located at 2333 Courage Drive, FF.

Respectfully submitted by:

Raquel Ortega-Rodriguez, Contract Administrator

Solano County Substance Abuse Division

10/29/2007
