Solano County BASN/Parolee Services Network (PSN)

Monthly Team Meeting Minutes

December 4, 2007

1. Welcome and introductions were made by Raquel “Rockie” Rodriguez, Solano County BASN Coordinator/Contract Manager.  The following team members were in attendance at this meeting.
Cindy Smith, ADP/PSN Liaison

Raquel Rodriguez, Solano County

Shawn Bartlett, Pharmatox, Inc.

Lloyd Gieg, Genesis House Res.

Linda Simmons, Center Point

Maria Morgan, Healthy Partnerships
Arnold Fitt, Fairfield Parole Unit

Louis Wright, Katargeo 

Sherena Baptiste, House of Acts

Carol Roberts, SSAC Detox &







John’s Place SLE

Absent:  Recovery Connection, Shamia Women’s Residential.  Shamia was short-staffed and the email to Recovery Connection bounced back.

2. November minutes were not available and will be faxed to team members shortly.


3.
   a.
Provider Reports:



Genesis House has 3 beds full, Shamia Women’s Residential has the one bed slot full, Katargeo Outpatient has six in the program, Pharmatox OP has 5 in the program, Recovery Connection OP has 7 in the program, John’s Place SLE has 2 for a total of 53 bdays, Detox had 11 admits and 11 discharges for a total of 62 bed days, House of Acts Residential has 12 beds full and Healthy Partnerships OP has 15 slots full.
b. Case Management – Linda Simmons of Center Point reports that referrals are going well, the paper work is coming in to her in a timely manner.  She reported that the complaint she had from the previous month about not receiving 1502’s and required paperwork was not the fault of the providers.  This breakdown in communication was at the Parole Agent/Unit level and this has been remedied.

c. Parole – Arnold Fitt had been out on 2 week vacation and all seemed to be fine.  There was a glitch concerning the ICDPT (in custody program) in that parolees were being placed in other counties, although their parole jurisdiction was actually in Solano County.  This is being addressed with April Bonner of CDCR.
d. ADP – Cindy Smith reported that she had recently become aware of the fact that Center Point has no email capability for the CSC staff.  She found this to be surprising and felt that it is a critical necessity to enable the staff to have rapid-response/communication capability.  Ms. Smith has contacted Mr. Kevin Hoffman, CDCR and expressed her concern on this subject matter.  Raquel, as well as other team members reported that this had also been a long-standing issue and concern on their part for several years.  In addition to the fact that CSC’s had to use their own cellular phones to be able to effectively get their job done.  Raquel reported that all the BASN/PSN County Coordinators had brought this issue to the Administrator’s Meeting’s repeatedly, even prior to the issuing of the Mega RFP that was ultimately awarded to Center Point and that the concerns fell up deaf ears.  Cindy stated that she would continue to address the issue and follow-up with Kevin Hoffman of CDCR.  Cindy also reminded providers to please invite her (ADP) to any graduations that may happen.  Unfortunately, Shamia Women’s and Genesis House Residential Programs had both just had award ceremonies.  They stated that they will place Cindy on the mailing list to insure she receives the announcements.  Cindy also reminded providers (again), that she has not yet received any “success stories” from anyone in Solano County.  She emphasized the importance of being able to report and shares these success stories with the administrative staff of CDCR and ADP.  During our previous meeting us had discussed having the new program coordinator of Recovery Connection share his story with us?  She will follow-up and contact him.
Kurt Klemencic continues as the Supervisor for ADP’s State administration of the Parolee Services Network Program.  

e. County – Raquel reminded provider’s to continue to be mindful of their expenditures/utilization (contract amounts) for this BASN fiscal year, and that she will continue to keep them abreast of their status.  Overall, providers are doing an excellent job in gauging their slots/units of service for the 2007-2008 fiscal years.  Everyone is pretty on-target, with the exception of Detox.  It appears that they will exhaust their allocation within the next couple of months.  She has discussed this with Del Royer, Substance Abuse Administrator and they will take another look at this come January 1, 2008.  

Monthly reports from providers are due to Raquel by the end of the 3rd day of every month.  There are two reports.  As of 12/4th she had all but 2 of the provider reports.  

The RFP process for BASN runs in a 3 year cycle.  Raquel continues to get many inquiries from new providers interested in providing services to State parolees and in becoming a contractor.  She has placed them on the list of providers to insure they receive the announcements; however this is not scheduled to occur until January/February of 2009.  The next 3 year cycle will run from July1, 2009 through June 30, 2012, unless the State changes the process prior to this.
Providers have been reporting that the PREP (Parolee Reentry Program) has been making referrals for placement of parolees into their programs and that availability is very limited.  In turn, providers have been referring parolees back to PREP for emergency housing, work boots needed by a parolee to start a new job and other ancillary services.  They are helping as much as they are able.  This is Fighting Back’s 2.1 million dollar funded program through CDCR for 30 months.  Raquel is continuing to work on getting a copy of the proposal (PREP).  Kurt Klemencic is working on assisting her to get a copy soon.  Raquel reported that she has made two requests through John Allen, Director (via voice mail) and that she has not received any call backs.  She feels it’s important for the Solano County Substance Abuse Administrator, staff and BASN Coordinator and team to know how best we all can collaborate on our efforts to best serve the State parolees in providing treatment and other needs as well.

5. Discussion:  Raquel attached and share some information forwarded to her by Kurt Klemencic on the November 13, 2007 Meeting entitled “Incarceration and Homelessness.  Attachment was “Reentry-Justice Policy Institute, Public Safety. See attachment.  Lloyd Gieg offered more in-depth information on a website called “Supportive Housing Association”.  It is a national organization which is really aimed at getting people a place to live, and decrease welfare roles.  It is more than transitional housing.  Their efforts are more of “realignment” of these services.  For example, if you apply for Section 8 Housing, you can be placed on a housing council to develop more effective ways for long-term sustainability, harm reduction.  This is a more cost effective versus just offering short-term shelter.  Reminder:  January’s Monthly Team Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 8th, 2008 due to the New Year’s Holiday Schedule.
b. Carol Robert, SSAC Recovery requested to discuss the issue of Center Point complaining that they were not receiving the necessary paperwork on clients in a timely manner…or at all for that matter.  Carol expressed her continued frustration with this issue, particularly because she personally insures that all the paper work is completed and faxed to Center Point, Parole and Substance Abuse BASN.  This happened on several occasions, SSAC (Carol) faxed over the paperwork and Center Point continued to request what SSAC had already sent.  Then, in turn when Center Point would send SSAC a report, the report did not list the current/accurate client participants.  This has been resolved according to Linda Simmons, Center Point CSC.

6. Meeting Adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted By

Raquel Ortega-Rodriguez, Solano County BASN Coordinator

