Continuum of Services Task Force

Core Principles for System Re-engineering

An effective continuum of services recognizes that alcohol and other drug problems can be acute and transient, as well as a severe and persistent, and are similar to other chronic conditions.  They can be successfully prevented, treated and/or managed through prevention, treatment, and recovery maintenance services.  Thus, important principles for an effective continuum of alcohol and other drug services include:

1. Services must be comprehensive, integrated, and high quality, with demonstrated effectiveness.

2. Services must share the following characteristics: accessible, affordable, individual and community-centered, culturally and gender appropriate, and responsive to individual and family needs and differences. 

3. Delivering quality and effective care requires outcome and data-based planning for California’s prevention, treatment, and recovery systems.

4. Potential problems can be prevented by reducing risk factors and increasing protective factors in both communities and individuals.

5. Transient or non-dependent alcohol or other drug problems can be resolved through acute care, including brief intervention and brief treatment services.

6. Recovery from severe and persistent problems can be achieved through continuing and comprehensive alcohol and other drug treatment services.

